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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEL AVIV 5881 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, EG 

SUBJECT: TIMING OF ELECTIONS IN GAZA 

REF: 75 TEL AVIV 6929 

THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR, WHO IS ALSO THE NATIONAL INSPECTOR FOR 
ELECTIONS (SHAHAM), TOLD US THAT ELECTIONS 
IN THE GAZA STRIP WILL LIKELY BE DELAYED ANOTHER 
YEAR OR SO AT THE INSTANCE OF GAZA MAYOR RASHAD 
SHAWWA. SHAHAM SAID THAT THE OTHER MAYORS IN 
THE STRIP ARE NOT AFRAID OF POTENTIAL CHALLENGES, 

BUT SHAWWA - WHO ONLY RESUMED HIS OFFICE IN 
NOVEMBER 1975 - WISHES TO CONSOLIDATE HIS POSITION 
BEFORE ANY NEW ELECTIONS. 
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